
GIRL BANDIT SEIZES
TAXI AT GUN POINT

Also Takes Driver's $11 in
, Bronx Holdup; Her Male
i Companion Looks On.

COMMODORE MAX SHOT
I

launch Hooni Cashier Re¬
fused to Open Register: As-
sailant Flees in Subway.

,7 OTHER HOLDUPS IN DAY

jBlflckjaekinje: and Stubbing
Resorted To.Nine Loiter¬
ers Arrested in Village.

Arnold Tramer of 64 Test 124th
Irtre-t, ;t taxicab chauffeur. entered the
Moirtsania police station last night
¦.nrt toJd detectives there that, he had
Just been held up and robbed of his
rail and $11 in rash by a young
%'onian Fho pointed a revolver at him
¦ ritl threatened to kill him if he made
»ny nolst.

She «»>, * remarkably pretty young
woman, h«s «aid, arid she had a man

(With her. Hut he took no part in the
frobbery save to stnna by with a gun
fcnri watch Urtth an approving type the
Work of his <*ompankfn.

Tramer sa7fi thRt. his cab was bailed
;»n I lie WHITS avenue bridge in Tim
JBrrmx by the nAn and the woman. They
jot In. be sakt, and told him to drive to
Walton avenue and H?4tb street. The
^icnx. which Is a lonely and compara-
tl\ el> deserted section. 11c went there
«nd ihe man find woman vot out of the
c«tl>. Tiamee said when be turned to
look at the meter to see Ihe fare he
hr.ml the wdf.ian tell him to bold up his
Jian'l».

"1 thought, she was joUinpr," be said,
¦"but soon found out she wasn't when 1

paw she had a gun. 1 saw the man

Jiad a gun also, so X raised my hands
fcnd the woman went through my

pockets, taking $11 from me. Then she
told me to beat It, and heat it quick."

"Could you describe her?" a detective
flsked.

"Sure,"' said Tramer. "She was a

fc.-nuty."
The woman and her companion went

away in the taxicab.
Klght Other Holdup*.

The early hours yesterday produced a

Utiles of eight, holdups, ivi one of which
* man was shot because he refused to
surrender tbc contents of a restaurant
cash register. Two men were black¬
jacked, one was stabbed, two were held
tip but not robbed because the robbers
w«we frightened and two were robbed
Vtftiout suffering anything more than
tli< loss of money.

T)«tectlves enlivened the hours near
dawn In Greenwich Village by searching
streets and alleys for prowlers. Nine
were arrested and held for this morn¬

ings lineup at Headquarters.
William Roettlger. 51. of B21 Ninth

avenue, cashier in the Commodore
I,uneliroom at 14S East Forty-second
pi ret. hsd congratuiatcd himself on the
Improbability of being held up in thai
store because of Its location in the heart
*>f the hotel district. Ho saw a young
customer early yesterday served with
coffee. He looked up a moment later to
find the muzzle of a pistol sticking
through the opening in his cage.

"Give me all the money you got
there," the gun carrier demanded.

Roettlger refused and was about to
eall the -waiter when the robber fired at
Mm. The bullet entored Roettlger's ab-
tfomen.

Kscapes In *nbw«T.

f Whtia Roettlger *u dragging himself
along the floor to the door and the
Walter wig looking for a club the rob¬
ber ran down a subway entrance lft0
Jeet away and disappeared. Detectives
and patrolmen searched for him In the
«nni« of underground passages. For
rnore than an hour every entrance and
«>xlt In the vicinity was under guard.
Trains In the shuttle service and on the
f>exlngton avenue line were searched,
.lit Roettiger's assailant was not found.

Roettlger was taken to Bellevue Hos¬
pital. It was said last nlglit that his
condition was still critical.

Bandits waylaid Thomas Donohue, 37,
* nurse at Presbyterian Hospital, as he
descended the stairs from the Second
avenue "I«" station at the southwest
corner of Twenty-third street. Wit¬
nesses saw Donohue attacked by two
*nen, who beat him with blackjack# and
then emptied hla pockets, taking $35.

Harry Green, 20, of 1616 Seventieth
.treet, Brooklyn, was held without bail
for examination Wednesday when he
w»« arraigned in Yorkville Court yester¬
day on a charge of assaulting and rob¬
bing Harry Groves of 827 East Thlrty-Tiftli street. Groves, a taxicah chauf¬
feur. said Green and two other men
lit red his cab at Tenth avenue snd Sec¬
ond street and had him take tliein to
Avenue A and Nlneteonth street. Tliero
he was robbed of $47.

While returning home from a partyearly In the morning George Bauer, 22,of 616 West 168th atrcet, was stabh'-d
In the abdomen and left lying on the
Broadway subway station at 125th
street. The man was taken to Knicker¬
bocker Hospital.

Held for Police Itmrk.
Four men alleged to have taken partIn the attempt to hold up Patrolman

Henry J. Seibel of the WVst Sixty-eighth street police station In Central
Park Saturday night were held In
$5,000 bail oaeh yesterday when ar¬
raigned in West Side Court. They de-
s' tibed themselves as John MacDonalH.
2'. of 241 West Twenty-second street ;
John Kelly, 20. of 1218 First avenue;
John Oremer, 21, of 1704 Third avenue,
and David Oo1db«rg 20, of 393 TJiwes
street, Brooklyn. A fifth man, Newton
ffutton. 24, of 1155 Third avenue, who
ws» shot by Seibel. wns In n serlour eon.
ditlon last night in Ttooaevelt Hospital.
Ten thousand dollars hall waa de¬

manded In West Sido Court yesterdav
for the release of Kred Fredericks, 25,
of 506 West Forty-ninth street, who wa>
arrested charged with holding up A'lolph
few*'i\ chauffeur, of 1 467 St. Mark's
avenue. Brooklyn- Yowaer said ho was
robhort of $15 at Eighth avenue and
Forty-ninth street Just before daylight.
Edward Perlmutter of 807 East

P<venty-seventh street, was beaten and
robbed Just before dawn In front of his
home He lost $19. John Dunn, 22. of
822 F>a» Fortieth street, and John Cer-
*rmn, 28, of 432 West Fortieth street,
¦were locked up charged with thr rob¬
bery.

DRUG ADDICTS IN U. S.
MORE THAN MILLION;
VICTIMS INCREASING

New York City's Total Alone 100,000.Smugglers Get
More Active as Narcotic Agents Become Stricter.

Lawlessness Appears to Grow With Greater
Use of Dopes.

This is the first of a series of articles Tnt. Nbw York Herald
will publish on drug addiction in the United States, its growth and
the causes. This article deals with the general situation, estimates
of the number of drue addicts and gives the views of various officials
as to the question of whether drug addiction is increasing. The
second article will appear to-morrow.

Within the iast six months there have beeu reports from many sources,

some of them official and almost unassailable, to the elfcct that drug addic¬
tion in this country Is alarmingly on the increase. C'oincidentally, the use

;.nd misuse of narcotics has figured prominently in news articles, notably
in the Taylor murder case in Los Angeles, and raids made in New York and
alsewhere have served to call the whole question of drug addiction again
to the attention of the public.

With the purpose of ascertaining, as far as it can be learned, the true
state of affairs with reference to the use of narcotics. Thk New York
Hebat.d has made inquiry in well informed sources, has looked up and
compared governmental records, has obtained interesting data from Its
correspondents in all parts of the-
country and has interviewed doctors]
and others who, to a degree at least,
have specialized in this subject. It
purposes presenting the material* it
has gathered in a series of articles.j
of which this is the first.
There has been a marked growth in

drug addiction in this country. On
this point practically all authorities
agree. They do.wot agree either as

to the extent or the causes, but they
do say there ar^ more drug addicts In
the country to-day than there were a

few years back. Statistics bear out
the statements made. Wherever sta¬
tistics are available they show an in¬
crease in the number of known ad¬
dicts. Tt is important that the term
"known addicts" be used and under¬
stood. for one of the most Important
aspects of the whole drug question is
the fact, that the use of drugs is truly
a secret, personal habit, vice or afHic-
tion. For this reason there can be no

true parallel drawn between the use

of narcotic drugs and alcoholic dissi¬
pation prior to the days of prohibition.

Droit Aditlct Term Defined.

Dr. Ernest S- Bishop, in his book on

the drug question, gives this defini¬
tion:
"A narcotic drug addict is an indi¬

vidual in whose body th© continued
administration of opiate drugs has es¬

tablished a physical reaction, or con¬

dition, or mechanism, or process which I
manifests itself in the production of
definite and constant symptoms and
signs and peculiar and characteristic
phenomena, appearing inevitably upon
the deprivation or material lessening
in amount of the narcotic drug, and
capable of immediate and complete
control only by further administra¬
tion of the drug of the patient's addic¬
tion."
Dr. Bishop Is quoted to this extent

at the outset, so that the uninitiated
may have a clear understanding of
what drug addiction means. It should
be said. too. that neither ag*. race,
social position, nationality nor sex has
the slightest bearing on the question
of drug addiction and that it is not
the enre that addicts are unreliable,
uncouth and Impos.-iible people, as
some motion pictures and theatrical
production* might be taken to indi¬
cate.
There are estimable, refined, cul¬

tured, respected, even prominent per¬
sons who are drug addicts, as prac¬
ticing physicians well know. Your
next door neighbor, your most inti¬
mate friend, may be a drug addict. He
will not tell you If such Is the case,
and unless your suspicions are aroused
you will probably never guess, at
least as long as he continues to find
means to supply his needs. The man
who drank to excess usually adver¬
tised the fact, unwilling, perhaps, but
convincingly nevertheless. Not so the
drug addict.
Habit forming drugs arc chiefly de-

rlvatlves of opium. Cocaine, which
has many victims, is not. There are
and have been for years many co-
caine "fiends." Their plight Is similar
to that of the victims of heroin, mor¬

phine and other derivatives of opium,
but the latter are more numerous.
Much that can be said about one class
applies with equal strength to the
other. But in opium lies the chief
cause of drug addiction, if there
were no opium and hence none of its
derivatives there would be no nar-

cotlc drug question or problem worth
discussing.
RirkKronnd for DcTrlopmrata.
The statements so far macle are

elementary. They have been made
time and again in news articles, by
committees of Congress and the I^eg-
ialatures, by physicians and by work¬
ers along sociological lines. They are

repeated here for the benefit of. the
readers of The New Yokk Hkrald so

that there may be a clcar understand¬
ing of the question under discussion.
They form the background of the dc
velopments with which this series of
articles deals.
There aroccrtaInly more than 1.000.-j

000. and probably less than 5.000,000.
drug addicts In the United States to¬
day. No figures exist, for the reason
that a man or woman may be an ad¬
dict for years and the fact be known
only to the afflicted person, perhaps
to his or her dor-tor and possibly one
other person. Estimates vary widely.
Experience shown there is more drug
addiction in the cities than In the
rural districts: bene" averages based
on population .t>-e unreliable. The
best guide ofPWed with the assertion
Which seems borne out by all reports
that there has been a recent Increase,
is a two-year-old and uneoncluslve re-1
port made by a special committee act-;
ing under the direction of the Secre¬
tary of the Treasury. The following
quotations are from that report:

"T. D. Crothers In 1912 put the num¬
ber of addicts In the t'nlted States at
1,000,000, or 1 per cent, of the popu¬
lation. of whom B0 per cent, were ad¬
dicted to morphine. C. E. Terry made
a survey In Jacksonville, Kla.. In 1913
and found *17 addicts, or 1.31 per
e«ttt. of the population. I.. T\ Hrown

iii 1913 made an investigation in Ten¬
nessee which led him to state there
were 5.000 addicts in Tennessee, or
0.22 per cent of the population of the
State. In the name year Jeanetto
Marks gave the opinm-coeaine addicts
H-i numbering 4.000.000. or 4 per cent.
of th<- total population."

Sl«pc Than Million Anyway.
After citing a dofcen more instances

of conflicting reports and stressing the
utter impossibility of taking a census,
the committee says:

"It appears that a more accurate
estimate of the total number of ad¬
dicts may be obtained from the data
secured by those investigators who
have made an intensive study of drug
addiction in certain restricted commu¬
nities. Upon this basis the total num¬
ber of addicts in IVI8. taking the esti¬
mated population at. 106.000.000, would
be 1.388,600. The Hi-altli <j!fl<-or of
Now York reported a total of 103.000
addicts, which is equivalent to 1.8 per
cent, of the population. On this basis
there would be. 1,008.000 addicts in the
United States."
But the committee agreed it would

not be fair to take conditions in Jack¬
sonville or Xew York as representa¬
tive. and added:
"Taking these facts into considera¬

tion the committee is of the opinion
that the total number of addicts in
this country probably exceeds 1,000,-
000."
Here then, in one official report, are

estimates ranging from 1,000.000 to
4,000.000. Tt should be remembered,
too. that these are based on known

(addicts. Authorities ray that the
umber of unknown addicts is at

least equal to the number of known
addicts. It seems quite fair, there-
fore, bearing in mind possible miscal¬
culations as to ratio, to say the num¬
ber of addicts is more than 1,000,000
and possibly 5,000.000.

Smoking Out the 1'ttknoTrnB.
Now in connection with nearly all

of these phase* >f the existing situa¬
tion, there ire mitigating circum¬
stances that should not be overlooked
For instance, In good times, when
most persons are fairly prosperous,
an addict in fair circumstances can
obtain the drug he believes he needs,
or actually -ice Is. with l:ttle difficulty.
Straitenc.1 circumstances, un.rnploy-
ment. htgh -o^t or living changr t;-e
condition and the unknown addict
rises to the surface, seeking relief,
applying at an institution for the
drug or help <jf any sort. Another
case of addiction then Is recorded, the
number of known addicts is added to,
but. actually, the situation has not
changed In the least.
Then there Is the matter of agita¬

tion and repressive measures. Since
the passage of the prohibition law
there has been a great deal of talk
about drug addlotlon. The charge has
been made by the wets that the cut¬
ting off of alcohol would drive some
persons to the use of drugs. There
has been more discussion, generally,
of addiction and the use of narcotics,
Branches of government not before
Interested have gathered statistics
on matters related to the use of drugs.
Thus records have been made. Police
have acted in response to public in-
terest in the matter. Narcotic squads
have been formed and have made
raids.

All of these things have served to
bring the topic forward generally, with
the result of an appearance of in-
creased drug addiction. The actual
Increase, as far as It can be measured,
does not seem as great as one might
be led to believe. On this point Dr.
Royal S. Copeland, Health Commis¬
sioner of New York, says:

"I am of the opinion that there has
been an Increase in addiction, hut It is
not an alarming increase "

Find* Inereaai* 1 n«le»lr»hle.

A high official in the Department of,
Justice In Washington had this to say:
"From every section of the country

come reports, undeniable reports, that
the use of narcotics is on the increase. |
Some of the confidential Information
we have.Information I am not at lib¬
erty to divulge.shows that, while th»
passage of the narcotic law has served
to check the outlet of drugs through
legitimate channels, it has done noth-
ins to really reduce the amount used
in this country. The stricter the nar¬
cotic agents are the more active the
smugglers become.

"I do not know what is responsible
for the Increase in the use. of drugs. 1
can say from the short study we have
made of the conditions that the use of
drugs goes hand in hand with the gen¬
eral Increase In lawlessness so notice¬
able during the last three years. Thai
it is due to the liquor prohibition law
cannot be proved. There is not the
slightest, bit of evidence to support
that theory. The increase Is no great¬
er than the Increase In burglaries, the
Increase in general immorality, nor
the Increase In embezzlements.
The Department of Justice, how-

ever, takes the situation so seriously
that in order to determine the cause
of the growth in the use of narcotics
orders recently were Issued for spe¬
cific reports from the heads of Federal
prisons on the number of persons r»-
reitved nn convictions of violation or
the Narcotic Act.

HIT FUNDS WASTED,
HYLAN RULE BLAMED
Meyer Heport Charges Ex¬
travagance and Finan¬

cial^ buses.
y

DEBT LIMIT PASSED

Abolition of Sinking Fund
Commission Is Frjred

in the Report.

*100.000 BEHIND DAILY

Restoration of 'Pay as You Go'
Policy Recommended to the
Charter Revision Committee.

8pt< «l Dispatch to Tns New York HmALD.
Xf» ^nrk Herald Kurcau. )

Mban.v. March. 19. (
Abolition of the Sinking' Fund Com¬

mission, the restoration of the "pay-
as-you-go" policy enacted In 1916 and
the repeal of the general fund bond
legislation were the outstanding rec¬

ommendations in the final report of
the Meyer committee to the Charter
Revision Committee, made public to¬
day.
The committee also advocates as a

result of its exhaustive inquiry into
the affairs of the yity government last
year a change in the tax dates from
May 1 and November J to January 1
and July 1, and has prepared a bill to
be enacted into law for that purpose.
The Comptroller of tho city of New

York is to act as custodian of the
funds heretofore placed in the sink¬
ing funds, and such receipts are to b^
applied to pay interest of the city debt,
and the income derived from revenue

producing properties is to bo applied
to the debt fund created for the ac¬

quisition of such properties.
The city administration is held re-

sponsible by the committee for having
exceeded the constitutional debt limit in
each year since 1918, and, in addition, it
is pointed out that the debt incurring
power of the city on January 1. 1922,
was $13,645,964, and not $133,645,964, as
claimed by the Comptroller. The report
recalls the long: drawn out controversy
between Mr. Craig and Klon R. Brown,
counsel to the committee, over the pro¬
priety of exempting the $120,000,000 of
dock and rapid transit bonds, which the
Comptroller claimed was permissible.

finds Financial Abuse*.

Attention Is <hIIo.J to Hi-
gan.-o in expenditure" in ,"um,,n"
i-itv's business and the ".dmUtratlon to adher- to ns platform
r.r . . .iuoiuv U severely crltn isid.

"Financial abuf.es In city
ment," nays the report, "and the .>ur«;t< eorroct or attempt to correct them
indicate an indisposition to retrench or
economic. Remedies are not hard to
find they are at hand but not employed.
Expenditures and employment. !"*'
a war basis. have not been reduee^'.The State, the nation and all Privatemmm
¦ou- nil unrestrained growth- The.-now 1 '

ifincr rim falls

T2m«r for the

the le'St when 'he pays hi, rent or

SToP^cion E
limits the tax levy to - P r c

,assessed valuation of real ana p

property.
i.qi" the re-".

.«.port »tat«s.
. rt1on 0f clauses oftimes by the Inwrt

principally toexemption and except! v
rityr* ^mXh"Te^ i a hodge podge,finances. Tne resim »

,lnrPiatedThe section now covers many u

matters, and Insteaid o.
h pf wor(jatutlonal guide Is a la.
rMaer Isand provisions In which the « ^lost. Tt serves as often to^»«tions of sound finnn.

them."
nonr.l to Control Finances.

co7,uonee thiraa board
' ''ofr. commendation tlia

rnntrol thefinance be constitute
stribution ofcity's expenditures. ' A redlstrtouit

^K^m^A-methlnt!a'CKUSCtthe sdvancementof the

r^S'^or^nnand.r orl.l.
in the city upon 4he LcKlMature.

,

»«» *31- .? *£.» half of 1921 was computeds: s.. "-.srs:$201.191 .!>0». 'Tarrying thUd'M a
.floating debt Is a source of great o

the committee comments.

Add* *100.000 Pally to D«M.
\ general survey of the admlnlstra^tion of the city's finances Is made

the following portion of ^^portMTh#» city h*# nin in debt apptox
$100,000 a day since the greater

Htv was incorporated. The funded debt
has fluctuated around the ^titullonailebt limit for ten years. Thefax rate
has risen until It has reached. If no
passed the constitutional tax limit. A1
other means of raising funds to meet
IVK. ever rising tide of expenditures hav¬
ing been exhausted; resort h»s heen had
to various devices. Including doubtful
interpretations of constitutional llmita-1 tons not contemplated at their enact-
mf

"These devices proving inadequate the
power of assessment has been resorted
in hv the city administration, which
controls the department of taxes and
assessments. until the assessment has jreached approximately 04 per cent. of
the actual value, a rate much higher
than the rest of the State. T.Ike the
other devices pursued this Is nearly ex-

hftn"tferring to the management of the
¦Inking funds, the document say*
"The sinking funds furnish no security

for the debt held by the public. That
debt must be ,.*ld by taxation Th*;sinking fund securities could be disposalot If market eouW be found :m«l tli*
proceeds applied.^ but thst has been an-

ticipated by treating such securities as
canceled in computing Uie flty debt, and
when disponed of to the public Mich se¬
curities would have to be met by taxa¬
tion. aTxation haw been increased by
the simple pro. 'S3 of tailing funds prop-'
crly applicable to debt service on which
thero i-j tso constitutional limit for ad¬
ministration expenses in addition to a,
tax exhausting the constitutional limita-|tion.

".'Hum Sin Ling l''und.
"A sinking fuml is defined as a fund

created by gradual accumulations for
sinking or paving a debt, or providing
against contingencies.' These sinking
funds answer neither purpose of the
definition. On tin- contrary they prr
mote the increase of debt and »\trava-
game, involve a multitude of costlj
transactions without profit, stimulate
a fa'sc sense of security and confuse the
public as to the city's real financial con-
ditlon. The Sinking Fund Commission.
as the responsible director of these
funds, is worse tinn useless and should
be Rbollshert."

Th<" report, points out certain financial
reforms which conditions call for. They
are:

I t > : *17,000,000Sul)v. (amortization Hint in¬
terest on bonds) T.'J.Vi.OOO jI Vrties ..'.orm.fHHtActuarial payment of funded debt. t.OOo.OOnifUtrcnehincnt from to lOTJ on
cltj i expenses of administration(3«f» r,..-,00,000Having by advancing th* tav dates. :>,".00,000Savins; by bringing county govern¬
ment under the jurisdiction of
<h» city '.'.DOO.OOO

Additional state appropriation for
schools 1.1,000,000'

Tola] $58,750,000
"Thew savings cannot be hoped for

front the city government as now or¬
ganized." the report continued. "They
cannot be achieved by law alone, but
tliey can bo met by a reorganization
of the city government with the aid of
the law. It i'- not claimed that these
reforms can all b- immediately real¬
ized. but the plan can be immediately
put into operation, great progress made
promptly nnd the (nil reached within
it rea.sonable time."

Some of Ihr lEcrommriidntlovi*.

The committ-e makes the following
recommendations:
"The changing of tax dates from

May 1 and November 1 to .lanunry 1
and July 1. under a system of gradual
change to the prior month, and annex
a copy of the propos'd bill for that pur¬
pose.

"Restoration of the 'pay-as-you-go'
policy, as enacted in ISlfi.

"Abolition of the sinking funds at
the earliest day practicable and of the
sinking fund commission. Care of the
funds to be. vested in tho Comptroller.

"Repeat of the general fund bond
legislation .and the application oT all
sinking fund roceiPUi the payment'
of interest and reduction of tho city
debt, and specifically the application of
funds received from Income-paying
properties to the debts treatod for the
acquisition of such properties.

"Placing public utilities on a self-
supporting and independent tjasis. with
separate profit and loss accounts.

"Inauguration of an actuarial sys¬
tem of payments to provide for the ex¬

isting ddbt, and the Inauguration of a

new serial bond system on the same
basis U> provide for new debt.
"Amending Section 10. Article 8 of

the constitution In accordance with the
recommendations of this report.

"¦Simplifications of government through
such constitutional amendment and en¬
actment of statutes In accordance with
the terms of this report."

CITIZENS UNION GIVES
PRAISE TO GOVERNOR

Pleased With Albany Work,
Except Lockwood Bills.

.\ review of the legislative session just
closed, prepared by Walter Arndt, sec¬
retary of tlie CltlaepsUnlon, gives due
praise to the consiTW'tivo measures
passed at Albany s.nd records Gov. Miller
as the real leader of his party, on whom
the responsibility for th« failure or the
passage of the various bills ultimately
rested.

"Despite a tendency to play for po¬
litical position, always evidenced In ses¬
sions preceding State elections, and
despite the lamentable eleventh hour
Jam on New York city legislation, which
resulted in many bills wholly lacking i'
merit heinq: parsed practically without
consideration, the legislative machinery
we' smoothly and efficients run and
many bills of unusual importance were
parsed," the report states.

"Over and above leaders and majority
conference alike, the directing authoritj
of Gov. Miller, as last year, was fltuil
rind decisive on all matters. Again, a
In 1921, the final test on all sort* of
bills was whether the Governor woulti
stand for them. The situation presentee
a perfect exemplification of the Gov¬
ernor's theory of party responsibility,
nnd the frank acceptance of the State
leadership of his party."
White deploring -the failure pf the

Ltockwood committee program in Its en¬
tirety, the review points out that the
session Just ended was more progressive
than its Immediate predecessor, and
cites numerous important additions that
liave been made to the State laws.
Among the measures on which praise

is bestowed are the following:
"The commendable changes in the

civil service law. the approval of thel
Port Authority plan, the excellent re-
codification of the election law, the ap¬
proval of the new Judiciary article to
the Constitution, the enactment ftf legis¬
lation carrying out the constitutional
provisions for children's courts, the
amendment and improvement of th«C
Transit Commission act, the creation of
a State Department of Purchase and a

reorganization of the Farms and Mar¬
kets Department are enough to Indicate!
the important and highly constructive
character of the work of the Legisla¬
ture."
As the CItitens Union points out, the;

Hylan administration got very little out
of the last session. If expected little
and got lew. Mayor Hylan. however.
had the satisfaction of seeing his own
salary Increased to ?25,000.

BENEFIT FOR POLICF FUND.
Pnnrot Tells of Plight of Slain

Men's Families.

A benefit performance for the Police
Hero F*und was given last night at the
Vanderbllt Theater.

Joseph A. Kaurot. Third Deputy Poliec
Commissioner, made an address, in
which he said that nine pollefttien have
been slain by bandits in the past fifteen
months, and laid emphasis on the fact
that several of the slayers were criminals
with bad records who were out on ball.
He said tha* at the present time th< fam¬
ilies of slain policemen draw only J600 u

year pension.
The artlst.s were Helen Ware. char-;

lotto Rose. Oscar 7.ieglcr and John In¬
gram, conductor.

LOTOS CLUB HONORS LORD.

tunln f;ierl«i former l-°.<lltur as

President I nn ti Imonsl 31

Chester S. Lord, formerly managing
editor of Tun St;*, was reelected presi-
dent of the Lotos Club by unanimous
vote at the annual meeting of the club
on Saturday, it was announced vestcr-
day
The other officers also were reelected.

These are: Vice-President, Dr. Alex¬
ander C. Humphreys, president of Ste¬
vens fnstltute of Technology; secretary,
Charles W. Price; treasurer, Charles R,
Flnifty. BetiJ;imin Begemaiii Jr.. Oeorgi
Bioadhurst and Davi>i II. Taylor were

feelsfted lo the hosrd for terms nt two
j curs.

EX-SOLDIERS SEIZED
IN BLACKMAIL PLOT

Pair Say They Tired of Wait¬
ing for Bonus: Former Em¬

ployer Threatened.

$10,000 WAS DEMANDED

Petrelives Left Decoy Package
in Van Oortlanrlt Park ami

Waiter! All Niffht.

Two former soldiers. who asserted
they had becomi- tired waiting for the
bonus and arc alleged to have admitted
they decided upon blackmail as the
easiest means of a livelihood. were ar¬
rested early yesterday in Van Cortlandt
Park charged with threatening: the life
of Robert Silverman, building contrac¬
tor. of 210 West Ninety-sixth street un¬
less ho paid them $10,000.
'Tut the nion«\v under the big elm

10) fe->t off the parkway just ill from
.leromo avenue," a letter Mr. Silverman
received last week said. "If you don't
you will never live to t«»ll the tale."
Mr. Silverman look the letter to the

West '00th street station, where hi*
showed jt to I'Jetcctives Jamc-; Kitz-
patri-k and Stephen Love. Under their
direction Mr. Silverman prepared a
package, mostly of paper cut the size
of bills, and around ¦which was wrapper]
several senuinc $1 bills, the numbers
of w lilch had been noted. In accord-
ance with the instructions In the letter
the bundle was dropped at. midnight
last night beneath the elm tree.
Fitzgerald, Love and two other de-

tectlves accompanied Mr. Silverman to
the park. After the money had been
placed Fitzgerald laid prone a short
distance away to await developments.
Nolhing happened until 7 A. M. yes-
terday. when a signal from the park-
way announced to Fitzgerald that two
men were approaching the tree. As
they passed the elm one of them
stooped down and picked up the bundle
and quickly slipped it into his over¬
coat pocket.
Fitzgerald was at the Jerome avenue

entrance when the men left the park
and asked lor directions to Grand Cen¬
tral Station, which were given.
"Have you fellows any money?" the

deteptive then asked.
"No." replied one of them, nnd as

he did so he reached for his hip pock:'!.
The detective hit the stranger between

the eye."?. Love. who had been stand¬
ing a short distance away, grappled
with the second man. They were taken
to the West 100th street station, irhen-
they said they were Lewis Vecoralin,
22. of Fast 125th street and Lawrence
Gentile. 2*. of Fast 117th street.
Gentile said he formerly was in the

emplov of Mr. .Silverman as a foreman
but was laid off three months ago.
Since then, he said, he had been earn¬
ing on an average of $8 a week, and
found this insufficient to support his
wife and family. It was In the state¬
ment the prisoners made, the detectlces
said, that they admitted having written
the letter to Mr. Silverman because of
their failure to get the soldier bonus.
They were charged with blackmail

uul will be arraigned in Washington
Heights Court to-day. It is expected
that the Government will prefer charges
of using the mails to defraud-

III HMD BV 1IER KITCHEN FIRK

Si'sm Kine, 50, a dressmaker of "is
liist Seventy-ninth street, was taken to
the City Hospital in a critical condition
yesterday after she had sustained burns
while at work in her kitchen. Her dress
caught Are from a gas range.

Tiffany & Co.
Fifth Avenue t 37& Street

Silver Tableware
Silver Tea Sets

EXTRA QUALITY

452 FIFTH AVENUE
at40 th Street

i© i sreoaowav
Singer "building

PAINTINGS
at SACRIFICED PRICES

by AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN MASTERS

liquidate the interest of the

ESTATE OF THE LATE

HENRY REINHARDT
ALL PRICES REDUCED 50% TO 75%

137 painting* in or//

SALE FOR ONE WEEK

Starting Monday, March 20

henry reinhardt & son, inc.
606 FIFTH AVENUE

V.J-"
V £

f . -x. fff*? .^7(;s.; and COMPANY

Dircct dspccial
Attention 'To

The NEW MODELS m

<?

n

Paddington
Top Coats

for SPRING

.London's Best, obtainable
in New York only from

Saks & Company

"Paddington Top Coats arc always a baro-
meter to correct London fashions.commanding
attention by their marked individuality and in-
variable good taste. This Spring they are more

individual than ever, featuring not only new

lines, but many innovations in the manner of
their lapels and pockets that place them in a

class entirely alone!

Every coloring of the country tide.

Fifth Floor

*55 tin

Broadway §>ak5&Campmuj lit 34th Strppt


